Epidemiology of Candida albicans isolates from heroin addicts analysed by DNA typing.
Candida albicans is a ubiquitous commensal organism of humans. Several studies have examined outbreaks of candidiasis in heroin addicts utilizing a variety of methods to assess the epidemiological relatedness of the isolates and suggested the association of certain subtypes with disease in this patient population. The aim of the present study was to assess a separate group of isolates of C. albicans from heroin addicts in Spain using a DNA typing method. Results showed that, of the 34 isolates from heroin addicts, 20 were in subgroup IA, 10 were in subgroup IB and no isolates were of the subtype IA2. In addition, four isolates were in a recently described subgroup IC. Control isolates from the same geographical region (Spain) showed a distribution similar to the Spanish heroin addict isolates (12 subgroup IA, three subgroup IB, two subgroup IC and no isolates of the subtype IA2). In this study isolates from the same locality appeared similar irrespective of the patient population from which they were isolated. These results indicated that there may be differing geographical diversity of C. albicans than has previously been reported and that the newly described genotypic subgroup (IC) of C. albicans may be more widespread than previously shown.